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Low-spin prior (�  0.05) High-spin prior (�  0.89)

Binary inclination ✓JN 146+25
�27 deg 152+21

�27 deg

Binary inclination ✓JN using EM distance constraint [104] 151+15
�11 deg 153+15

�11 deg

Detector frame chirp mass Mdet 1.1975+0.0001
�0.0001M� 1.1976+0.0004

�0.0002M�

Chirp mass M 1.186+0.001
�0.001M� 1.186+0.001

�0.001M�

Primary mass m1 (1.36, 1.60) M� (1.36, 1.89) M�

Secondary mass m2 (1.16, 1.36) M� (1.00, 1.36) M�

Total mass m 2.73+0.04
�0.01M� 2.77+0.22

�0.05M�

Mass ratio q (0.73, 1.00) (0.53, 1.00)

E↵ective spin �e↵ 0.00+0.02
�0.01 0.02+0.08

�0.02

Primary dimensionless spin �1 (0.00, 0.04) (0.00, 0.50)

Secondary dimensionless spin �2 (0.00, 0.04) (0.00, 0.61)

Tidal deformability ⇤̃ with flat prior 300+500
�190(symmetric)/ 300+420

�230(HPD) (0, 630)

TABLE II. Properties for GW170817 inferred using the PhenomPNRT waveform model. All properties are source properties
except for the detector frame chirp mass Mdet = M(1 + z). Errors quoted as x+z

�y represent the median, 5% lower limit, and
95% upper limit. Errors quoted as (x, y) are one-sided 90% lower or upper limits, and are used when one side is bounded by
a prior. For the masses, m1 is bounded from below and m2 is bounded from above by the equal mass line. The mass ratio
is bounded by q  1. For the tidal parameter ⇤̃, we quote results using a constant (flat) prior in ⇤̃. In the high-spin case we
quote a 90% upper limit for ⇤̃, while in the low-spin case we report both the symmetric 90% credible interval and the 90%
highest posterior density (HPD) interval, which is the smallest interval that contains 90% of the probability.
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FIG. 3. The improved localization of GW170817, with the lo-
cation of the associated counterpart SSS17a/AT 2017gfo. The
darker and lighter green shaded regions correspond to 50%
and 90% credible regions respectively, and the gray dashed
line encloses the previously-derived 90% credible region pre-
sented in [3].

arise because under that prior our weak constraint on
precession (see Sec. III C) helps to rule out binary in-
clinations which are closer to edge-on and where preces-

sion e↵ects would be measurable, and hence increases the
lower bound on the luminosity distance. Meanwhile, the
upper bound on the luminosity distance is achieved with
face-o↵ binary inclinations, and is nearly the same for
both high-spin and low-spin cases.

This same weak constraint on precession leads to a
tighter constraint on the inclination angle in the high-
spin case when using the precessing signal model Phe-
nomPNRT, ✓JN = 152+21

�27 deg, as compared to the low-
spin case. The inclination measurement in the low-spin
case, ✓JN = 146+25

�27 deg, agrees with the inferred values
for both the high- and low-spin cases of our three wave-
form models that treat only aligned-spins (see Table IV
in Appendix A). This gives further evidence that it is the
absence of strong precession e↵ects in the signal, which
can only occur in the high-spin case of the precessing
model, that leads to tighter constraints on ✓JN . This
tighter constraint is absent for systems restricted to the
lower spins expected from Galactic NS binaries.

Conversely, EM measurements of the distance to the
host galaxy can be used to reduce the e↵ect of this degen-
eracy, improving constraints on the luminosity distance
of the binary and its inclination, which may be useful for
constraining emission mechanisms. Figure 4 compares
our posterior estimates for distance and inclination with
no a priori assumptions regarding the distance to the
binary (i.e., using a uniform-in-volume prior) to the im-
proved constraints from an EM-informed prior for the
distance to the binary. For the EM-informed results we
have reweighted the posterior distribution to use a prior
in distance following a normal distribution with mean
40.7 Mpc and standard deviation 2.36 Mpc [104]. This
leads to improved measurements of the inclination an-


